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March 30,1928, and only after long negotiations, that a conference
was opened at Konigsberg, with Zaleski and Voldemaras as the
heads of the respective Polish and Lithuanian delegations. Com-
missions, to meet elsewhere in May, were appointed to deal with
the questions of security, indemnities, and traffic, but they made
little or no progress. On May 18, 1928, Zaleski said in the Seym,
that though the "state of war" proclaimed by Lithuania had been
abrogated, the task of obtaining normal relations with that State
was extremely difficult, as it had rejected the conventions for
non-aggression and arbitration Poland had proposed, and was
persistently raising the question of Vilna, though definitely settled
by the Ambassadors' Conference.
In his speech the Minister touched on a visit he had recently
paid to Rome which had been the subject of some "fantastic"
comment, an allusion to certain statements that he was initiating
a policy of collaboration with Mussolini against the Little Entente
—statements, he said, that had no foundation; "on the contrary,"
he declared, "I was able to convince myself at Rome that Poland
can count on Italy in her efforts for the maintenance of interna-
tional peace." He concluded with the observation that Poland's
relations with Soviet Russia were "normal and correct," that
negotiations for a treaty of non-aggression with her were pro-
ceeding, and that favourable developments had taken place
respecting business matters which might lead to a commercial
treaty.
On May 26, 1928, Smetona, President of Lithuania, promul-
gated a New Constitution for that State by decree, and its Fifth
Article designated Vilna as the capital of Lithuania. A few days
later Zaleski addressed to Voldemaras a Note in protest, and sent
a copy of it to the League of Nations. The subject came up before
the Council, which had begun its fiftieth session on June 4, and
which devoted the morning of June 6 to the relations between
Poland and Lithuania, both Zaleski and Voldemaras being
present. Beelaerts van Blokland, as rapporteur, having made his
report, Austen Chamberlain said that Lithuania, as a weak,
independent nation, like other small nations, had the sympathy
of the Council, but Lithuania would not retain that sympathy if

